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‘District 6 Kanala’ momentarily stalls 
Kramer’s creative resurgence
SHOW: DISTRICT 6 KANALA
DIRECTOR: DAVID KRAMER
CAST: LOUKMAAN ADAMS, BIANCA 
LE GRANGE, CARLO DANIELS, ED-
ITH PLAATJIES, SNE DLADLA, AN-
DREA FRANKSON, NATASHA HESS,  
CLEO RAATUS
VENUE: THE FUGARD THEATRE UNTIL 
MAY 22
REVIEWER: PETER TROMP

2015 was a big year for David 
Kramer. ‘Orpheus In Africa’ 
felt like a partial reinvention 
and a significant artistic peak 

for the director. It was definitely 
the best work that Kramer had pro-
duced since the high watermark of 
the Kramer/Petersen era, ‘Ghoema’, 
and I would say that it even rivalled 
that production in terms of qual-
ity and what a musical can mean 
as a historical document. ‘District 
6 Kanala’, although coming across 
as well intentioned, feels like a step 
backwards for Kramer at this point.

The production was conceived 
to commemorate the 50 year anni-
versary of the forced removals from 
District 6, which took place in 1966, 
yet there’s not that much about 
the production that telegraphs the 
momentousness of this unfortunate 
milestone. ‘District 6 Kanala’ feels 
very much like a repurposed Peters-
en/Kramer musical.

There were numerous times 
where the format made me feel 
like I was watching a tribute show 
– a dazzlingly professional tribute 
show, mind you, but a tribute show 
nonetheless, albeit one featuring 

many of the director’s own com-
positions from the Kramer/Petersen 
songbook. Clichéd banter and little 
contextualising passages segue into 
one song and dance sequence after 
another. The story, such as it is, feels 
tacked on. ‘District 6 Kanala’ ulti-
mately fails to rise to the occasion 
of the milestone it wants to com-
memorate - there’s just too little 
gravitas on display.

That’s not to say it isn’t fun. If 
there is one area where ‘District 6 
Kanala’ scores major points is in the 
humour department. Kramer has as-
sembled a coterie of gifted regulars 
over the years that he populates 
his productions with, and many of 
these performers are multitalented 

forces, none more so than Sne Dlad-
la, who is in absolute top form. He 
even gets to show off his impressive 
vocal chops.

Also a treat in this production is 
Loukmaan Adams, who is at his best 
as a comedic actor when his humour 
appears off the cuff. The audience 
was roaring during the segment in 
which he plays a Malay choir maes-
tro.

‘District 6 Kanala’ feels like a 
stopgap in Kramer’s creative resur-
gence. Although I didn’t mind tak-
ing a “trip down memory lane,” I 
can’t wait for Kramer’s next, proper 
artistic statement.

* Book at Computicket.

The cast of ‘Curl up and Dye’
Cleo Wesley Raatus, Sne Dladla, Natasha Rosa Hess and Carlo 
Daniels in ‘District 6 Kanala’

The cast of ‘La Bohème in District Six’

‘Curl up and Dye’ at 
Milnerton Playhouse

Sue Pam-Grant’s ‘Curl Up and Dye’ 
directed by Roché Haupt Buckle, will 
be presented at the Milnerton Play-
house from March 4 to 19.  

The play follows five women liv-
ing in an inner city “grey area” in 
Johannesburg’s suburb of Joubert 
Park where people of varying eth-
nicities lived alongside one another 
during the last decade of apartheid. 
At the centre of ‘Curl Up and Dye’ 
is Rolene, (played by Lizanne Peters) 
the manager of the salon from which 
the play takes its title. Beaten by her 
husband, Denzil, she takes refuge in 
her life at the salon where she ekes 
out a living. Working alongside her is 
Miriam, (Marcha Simpson) a woman 
who has been doing menial chores at 
the salon for two decades while deal-
ing with her own difficult home life 
in Soweto. 

Regulars at the salon include Mrs 
du Bois, (Judith Herbig) the neigh-

bourhood gossip who observes every-
one around her from her high horse, 
and Charmaine, (Natasha Bommarco) 
a drug-addicted prostitute who 
spends her days putting herself back 
together after the previous night’s 
encounters. It takes a new customer, 
Dudu, (Patience Bwititi and Keanetse 
Fothoane) a nurse who has worked 
her way out of an abusive marriage 
and into a secure position at the hos-
pital where she is employed, to stir 
things up. When she arrives at Curl 
Up and Dye, all bets are off and all 
the suppressed secrets and racism 
that lurk beneath the other charac-
ters’ troubled existence rise to the 
surface.

* Tickets are R90 for evening shows 
and R80 for matinees. To book, e-
mail: Bookings@milnertonplayers.
com or call 082 267 1061.

The Suidoosterfees Talent Search, a 
competition for amateurs who are 
considering the arts as a field of study 
or want to work in the arts industry 
if the opportunity arises, is currently 
underway at locations throughout 
the Cape. 

There are four categories in which 
to contest:
s�3INGING��3OLO�$UET�
s�$ANCE��3OLO�'ROUP�
s� )NSTRUMENTAL�� 3OLO� �WITH� A� TRACK	�
Band 
s�/THER

All languages are allowed in the 
above categories. All backtracks/mu-
sic are to be provided on CD or flash-
disk by the participants themselves
There are eight rounds that are of-
fered in different areas, with the top 
three of each round going through to 
the Suidoosterfees main festival on 
April 30 in the Piazza Pleasure Tent 
in Cape Town.

The remaining rounds are:
s� &EBRUARY� ���� FROM� �AM� TO� �PM��
Langa - Gugu S’thebe Cultural Cul-
ture

s�-ARCH�����AM�TO��PM��$ELFT��$ELFT�
Symphony Way Community Day 
Center
s�-ARCH� ���� �AM� TO� �PM��-ALMES-
bury - Malmesbury Town Hall
s�-ARCH������AM� TO��PM��-ITCHELLS�
Plain – (To be confirmed)
s�!PRIL�����AM�TO��PM��7ELLINGTON��
Breytenbach Centre
s�!PRIL������AM�TO��PM��"RACKENFELL��
Jamrock Theatre 

Each district round will include 35 
performances of three minutes each. 
All participants should arrive at the 
venue at 8.30am. Performances 
should not exceed three minutes 
each.
Participants may strictly only enter 
the competition for one item. No 
participant may have participated in 
any form of professional productions.

* The Public can apply to participate 
by filling in the entry form online or 
by entering at the respective venues.
Find the link for the entry form, as 
well as more information at www.fa-
cebook.com/Suidoosterfees.

Puccini opera to celebrate the 
Bohemian spirit of District 6

‘La Bohème in District Six’, set to 
premiere at the Suidoosterfees, will 
celebrate the heritage of an impor-
tant South African space and era 
through the lens of the classic opera 
storyline by Puccini.

“Because District Six was such a 
vibrant neighbourhood with a dis-
tinct culture and appreciation for 
arts and music, it is logical and ser-
endipitous to combine the idea be-
hind ‘La Bohème’ with the historical 
legacy of District Six,” says director 
Tara Notcutt.

Notcutt is directing a cast featur-
ing the likes of Given Nkosi, Amanda 
Osorio, Lynelle Kenned, Owen Metsi-
leng and Njabulo Sifiso Mthimkhulu.

‘La Bohème’ means “The Bo-
hemians” and District Six was well 
known for its Bohemian atmos-
phere: a place where South African 
artists of all colours and religions 
could mix freely to share ideas and 
grow a collective culture in opposi-
tion to the Apartheid regime.

It is well documented that artistic 
enclaves contribute to a diverse cul-

ture of understanding, whether set 
in a Paris garret like the original La 
Bohème or in District Six before the 
removals.

* ‘La Bohème in District Six’ will 
show at the kykNET Teater at the 
Suidoosterfees on Thursday and 
Friday, April 28 and 29, at 8.30pm; 
as well as on the Sunday, May 1, at 
3.30pm. 
Bookings are now open at Compu-
ticket.

Show your star potential at the 
Suidoosterfees Talent Search
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